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Una Atarque Duradera
RICHARD FLINT, SHIRLEY FLINT, and PEDRO V. GALLEGOS

The Villanueva atarque (diversion dam), an unimposing, cement-drab
structure, straddles the Pecos River a mile and a quarter upstream from
the Spanish-colonial town of Villanueva. Despite its prosaic appearance, the atarque is a remarkable example of communitarianism and
its construction during winter 1960-1961 may also have represented
the end of an epoch. 1
For many generations the Pecos Valley in the San Miguel del Bado
Richard Flint is a freelance writer and graduate of St. John's College in Santa Fe.
Shirley Flint is an artist who holds a master's degree in American Studies from New
Mexico Highlands University. Together they have done extensive stone masonry work
and have collaborated in writing and illustrating A Pocket Guide to Chaco Canyon Arcllitecture (1987).
Pedro V. Gallegos is a farmer and rancher. He has been mayordomo of the Villanueva
Community Dam Association since 1940, was for many years mayordomo of the acequia
del norte, is caretaker of the Gruta de la Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, and is manager of
the Villanueva community well.
1. Although in some parts of New Mexico atarque is a masculine word, at Villanueva
it is traditionally feminine. See Ruben Cobos, A Dictionary of New Mexico and Southern
Colorado Spanish (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1984), 13.

357

358

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

OCTOBER 1988

Land Grant of southwestern San Miguel County, including the bottomland at Villanueva, has been farmed under irrigation. 2 To supply
the necessary water, atarques have been erected, repaired, and reerected at ten sites along the river's course through the grant, each
dam feeding one or more acequia (irrigaton ditch) systems. Just northwest of Villanueva, a hundred yards downstream from where the Canon
de la Presa joins the Pecos River is one of those sites. In the span. of
the area's recorded history, the site has been occupied by a succession
of atarques. 3
•
The river, a relentless force, can be destructive, especially when
swelled by heavy downpours or rapid snowmelt. As a consequence,
the beaver-like dams of the last two centuries have led transitory lives.
The routine labor of farming along the upper Pecos has included the
annual repair or reconstruction of atarques. As in maintaining the acequias, such work has always been done cooperatively by the landowners who use the acequia water, and supervised by a committee of
elected mayordomos (overseers). This is the story of the efforts of the
Villanueva Community Dam Association to build an atarque that would
last for years, and which would resist the river's onslaught. More
specifically, this is the story of their formidable labor during the winter
of 1960-1961.
Traditional atarques at Villanueva have been wedge-shaped weirs
built of juniper trees, stones, and silt. Construction of a new dam or
repair of an existing one was done, when possible, in winter to take
advantage of low water in the river, an absence of irrigation, and time
off from farming and ranching. Large juniper trees were cut, partially
stripped of branches, then dragged by teams of horses to'the site of
the dam. With a sufficient quantity of brush, the cold, wet work of
building began. Because the river was not easily diverted, builders had
2. Both Adolph Bandelier and F. Stanley assert that Indian farmers from Pecos
Pueblo or small Pecos-related pueblos (ruins of which are strung along the Pecos River
Valley throughout the San Miguel del Bado Land Grant) cultivated crops within the
grant area long before the Spanish entradas. See Adolph F. Bandelier, "Final Report of
Investigations among the Indians of the Southwestern United States, Carried on Mainly
in the Years from 1880-1885," Archaeological Institute of America (2 vol., Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1890, 1892), II: 128-36; and F. Stanley, San Miguel del Bado
New Mexico Story (Pep, Texas: privately published, 1964), 3-5. Spanish colonists made
agricultural use of the valley intermittently until full-time permanent settlement in the
1770s. Since then up to two thousand acres have been under regular cultivation.
3. Local tradition holds that the site may have been occupied by an Indian dam in
pre-Hispanic times.
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to slog back and forth through frigid water to wrestle the trees into
place.
.
Layout of the dam was almost always the same. A single file of
junipers were laid head-to-toe across the river, then weighted down
with rocks to prevent their washing away while building was in progress. Another layer of junipers was piled on, this time side-by-side and
at right angles to the first layer. Resting on the first layer, the butt end
of each new juniper was wired down with the remainder of its length
extending upstream sometimes as much as twenty feet. Even while
the work progressed, the river deposited sand and silt among the
juniper branches.
More junipers were stacked in the same manner, with odd-numbered layers positioned like the first and even-numbered layers like
the second. Each layer was held down with rocks and additional loose
brush was piled into gaps between layers. In addition, each odd-numbered layer was offset two to three feet upstream from the one beneath
it, giving a stair-step face to the downstream side of the finished dam.
When the work was completed, which the dam's builders hoped w,ould
last at least a year, the riyer was backed up enough to feed into the
acequia headgates. Villanueva required a dam about fifteen feefhigh.
All too often, however, a heavy load of debris carried by the river
ripped away part of the dam in mid-year. Sometimes a glut of water
would sweep around the dam, eating away the river bank and then
the dam. The south end of the Villanueva atarque has been especially
vulnerable since it must resist the swiftest current, and the earth of
the river bank is very sandy.
As Pedro V. Gallegos described them, the events of the second
week of June 1939 were typical:
The owners had their pieces of land so deep in their hearts they
worked no matter if we had to build a dam every year and sometimes fix it in summer. Before being foreman I remember a man
by the name of Cresencio Gallegos, foreman, and Mr. Ramon Madrid, second foreman, and it was in June. There was a lot of water
in the river and part of the dam broke. They brought a BIG, BIG
viga (a whole-log beam; in this case the trunk of a cottonwood
tree). It was green and very heavy, but the men got together and
pushed it across the gap. Then they tied it with fence wire until
they were sure it was going to hold the weight of the water. I had
no experience. I thought it was not going to hold, the water was
so strong. But they knew what they were doing, those viejitos (old
men) had so much experience. They had to use two teams of horses
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Map shows the Pecos River Valley at Villanueva, New Mexico. Note how the Villanueva dam creates Acequia del
Norte and Acequia del Sur at far left, which then flow on either side of the Pecos River. Courtesy of the authors.
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to haul it from where it was cut. They worked for about 4 days,
but it was fixed and we irrigated that summer without any more
problems. 4
By 1950 frustration over the fragility of the brush dams and over
the Pecos River's unpredictability gave rise to innovations aimed at
making the atarque last. In the early 1950s, for example, the river tore
away about ten feet of the atarque from the vulnerable south bank.
Rather than resorting to the usual brush repair, the primer mayordomo
(chief foreman or ditch boss) suggested that the breach be plugged
with "chorizos" (sausages). These mammoth sausages were made one
at a time by spreading a length of heavy woven wire on top of the
dam next to the gap. Rock was then heaped onto the wire and the
wire wrapped over the stones, forming a wire-cased chorizo of rock.
Ten to fifteen owners and their helpers then pushed and heaved, and
forcibly rolled each completed chorizo off the top of the dam and into
the break. Augmented by brush added to the upstream side of the
chorizos, this device successfully stopped the flow of water through
the atarque, and backed up the river enough to feed the acequias again.
Weary of making major repairs to the brush dams, in fall 1956 the
mayordomos proposed using pine logs rather than juniper brush to
reconstruct the atarque. The owners cut an estimated eighteen hundred
ponderosa pine vigas on Glorieta Mesa between the communities of
EI Pueblo and Gonzales Ranch. The vigas were hauled by truck and'
wagon to the atarque at Villanueva, a distance of roughly ten miles
over jarring dirt roads. With the pine vigas the landowners, their family
members, and hired hands built a new atarque following the traditional
layout. After two weeks labor in late October and early November a
sound dam spanned the river again.
The onerous and perennial task of repairing the upper Pecos River
atarques was a common source of complaint in the region. Consequently, the legislative delegation from San Miguel and Guadalupe
counties introduced two identical bills in the New Mexico legislature,
one in the House and one in Senate, early in 1957. The bills called for
appropriating funds to the state engineer to insure more permanent
repairs and specifically included money for rehabilitation of the Villanueva dam. The House version of the bill, HB 178, passed both House
and Senate unanimously, but governor Edwin Mechem killed the bill
by pocket veto.
4. Pedro V. Gallegos, unpublished and untitled reminiscence, 1979, revised and
translated by the authors, 3.
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When the state legislature convened in 1959, however, a dam-aid
measure, revised to specify the source and total amount of the appropriation, was again introduced. The bill passed both chambers unanimously, and Governor John Burroughs signed it into law. The act
appropriated fifty thousand dollars from the New Mexico Irrigation
Works Construction Fund, a federal trust fund, to the state engineer
for work on nine "dams, reservoirs, flumes, and appurtenances" in
San Miguel County, including the Villanueva dam. It also authorized
the state engineer to enter into cooperative agreements .with various
dam associations for work on those irrigation structures.
Almost immediately, questions arose over the new law's constitutionality, specifically whether allocation of monies for work on nongovernmental irrigation projects (such as structures owned by users
associations) was legal. Acting on a request from the state engineer,
Attorney General Frank Zinn ruled that such expenditures were legal.
The attorney general reasoned that the allocation was not from state
funds subject to the constitutional prohibition against making any donation to a private entity, but was federal trust income earmarked for
irrigation purposes and only administered by the state. The attorney
general's action cleared the way for thorough rehabilitation of the diversion dams on the upper Pecos.
At Villanueva the pine log dam was still holding, but the logs
would soften and eventually rot, allowing the river to tear the atarque
apart. So, when material and equipment from the state government
were available, the mayordomos seized the opportunity to make the
atarque permanent and convened a meeting of the landowners of the
community dam association. The primer mayordomo proposed that
an entirely new dam be built out of stone-a dam to last lifetimes. But
not all the landowners agreed. Some of them, including a number of
the most experienced viejitos, foresaw tremendous labor in such a futile
contest with the river. The landowners would waste months. Obviously, a stone dam would take months to build, and the people did
not possess sufficient energy, skill, and endurance to finish such a dam.
To build a dam of stone 130 feet long, 25 feet wide, and 15 feet high
was too big an undertaking. The mayordomos were dreaming.
Months of meetings went by without consensus. Those who held
that a permanent stone dam was a delusion remained steadfast. On
the other side, the mayordomos exhorted and argued, then, despairing
of unanimity, called for a vote. The results favored attempting to build
a stone dam by a margin of three to one. Nevertheless, two summers
and a winter were to intervene between authorization of assistance
from the state engineer and hauling of the first stone. The community
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Map shows the location of Villanueva in northeastern New Mexico with ,the
Pecos River running north to southeast and Interstate 25 crossing generally
east to west as it approaches Santa Fe from Las Vegas. Courtesy of the authors.

A schematic cross-section of the Villanueva dam shows log construction at
left (upstream side) backed by layers of stone face and rubble. Courtesy of
the authors.
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was consumed by the normal routines of farming and ranching, the
protracted dissension over the wisdom of building a stone dam, and
the renewal of an old headache-the vicissitudes of the Pecos River.
In April 1960 the north bank of the Pecos River caved in, breaching
Villanueva's acequia del norte (north ditch) as it had in the past. From
its headgate above the atarque, the acequia and State Highway 3 extended southeastward along a continually narrowing bench between
the river and precipitous mesa slopes until, a third of a mile northwest
of Villanueva, there was barely room for both ditch and road (see map,
p. 360). They perched side-by-side forty feet above the river on its
nearly vertical bank. When the bank began sloughing into the river
the acequia between the road and the water was cut. The ditch association (overlapping membership with the dam association) twice attempted to replace the eaten riverbank beneath the ditch, but to no
avail. Water was no sooner turned back into the acequia than its bottom
would fall away again. Moreover, the cave-in threatened to undermine
the highway.
The primer mayordomo of the ditch appealed to the New Mexico
State Highway Department for em~rgency assistance. His petition was
rejected, but when the mayordomo threatened to move the acequia
onto the roadway-no idle whimsy, since the acequia held legal right
of way-the highway department agreed to help. Under such pressure,
the highway department, together with the state engineer, worked to
move both highway and acequia farther north of the river. Fifteen
hundred cubic yards of rock was bulldozed over the brink of the bank,
where it tumbled to the water's edge, a defense against further undermining. With state-supplied equipment and the labor of the acequia
association the open ditch was replaced with 580 feet of steel pipe
buried beneath the roadway. Completed by the first of May, the repairs
came just in time to allow irrigation of 245 acres of farmland lying
under the acequia del norte.
With the 1960 irrigating season over, amassing some of the stone
for the permanent dam began in October. Families with membership
in the dam association mined rock from diverse sources. Tearing down
ruined buildings and old walls, prying stones out of the river bed, and
breaking slabs and chunks from ledges on the mesas, they loaded the
stone into wagons and trucks and hauled it to the site of the dam.
There, stone by stone, it was unloaded into two growing mounds, one
on each side of the river. Despite weeks of hauling rock it became
obvious there would not be enough, especially of the flat, tabular stone
needed to lay the downstream face of the dam. Locating an outcropping
of exceptionally flat-bedded sandstone, the association asked the state
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engineer to blast it out. Accordingly, a state crew cleared a rough road
to the proposed quarry, a bench overlooking State Highway 3 a quarter
of a mile northwest of Villanueva, then drilled and blasted out two
hundred to three hundred cubic yards of fine white stone. Gallegos
remembers,
To drill for rock we found a very good place. Some of the rock
was so good for what I wanted. Some of them were up to 5 feet
long and 4 feet wide and about 4" thick. 5
Much of the flat stone was skidded down the mesa side to the highway
to be hauled to the dam site. Throughout the valley vehicles moved
stone daily. Gallegos recalled,
For hauling rocks I had horse drawn wagons, new and old pickups
and one-ton trucks. Some carried big loads and some small loads,
but as work went on you could see a line of trucks for about half
a mile. The men were now very happy and showing an interest. 6
The wagons were frequently used in the river itself, horses and wheels
standing in the river while men loaded the beds with river rock.
In November, while the work of accumulating rock went on, crews
from the state engineer's office diverted the river to the north around
the construction site. Then, using heavy equipment, they dredged the
river bottom at the downstream toe of the log and chorizo dam. "We
were lucky," Gallegos said. "We found rock in the bottom, solid rock."7
On December 26, 1960, workers began turning the mass of stone into
monumental masonry. The first stones were set in place that day, which
was cold, with the temperature just above freezing. The rest of the
first ten days of work were equally bitter.
Five men, experienced and skilled in stonework, were designated
as the principal masons. Wrote Gallegos,
I had Nieves Lucero, Rafael R. Salinas, Mr. Andres Ortiz and
Crisostomo Vigil, Carlos Gonzales. These men were very good
putting the rock in their places; for this kind of men I knew what
they could do. So I left them alone while I tended to other jobs.
This made me feel good.
The other men carried rock to the masons, broke it to size, dumped
5. Gallegos, reminiscence, 3.
6. Pedro V. Gallegos, "Story, Construction of the Villanueva Diversion Dam," unpublished, 1962, 2.
7. Gallegos, reminiscence, 3.
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Community workers, including Andres Ortiz and Rafael R. Salinas
(front) and Carlos Gonzales, Nieves Lucero, Pedro V. Gallegos, and
Cruz Saiz, fill the stairsteps of Villanueva dam with stone rubble.

Viewed from the south, the Villanueva dam nears completion in
January 1961. Both photographs·were taken by Father Thomas Zaia
and provided courtesy of the authors.
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rubble behind the carefully laid face wall, and scrounged still more
rock and hauled it to the dam.
Although the river had been diverted and gasoline-powered bilge
pumps worked day and night, water continued to leak through both
the temporary diversion dike and the old dam. During the first bonechilling week, the masons worked in the water and laid the stone by
feel. As Gallegos described the process:
I had to have pumps to pump the water out where we were working. The State loaned us 3 good big pumps. These pumps had to
be pumping water the 24 hours. There were times I worked up to
20 hours to keep thil)gs going.
When we were working it, at times, was very cold. Some men
would hide and build a fire to keep warm. I had to go after them
and put the fire out because one by one they would join the ones
that had the fire. Pretty soon there were only a few working. Some
got very mad because I put their fire out and told me it was very
cold. But I did not care; we had to do the work. When they could
not build more fires the cold made work keep moving.
The plan was to build the dam with five layers of rock, each about
three feet high and encircled with heavy V-mesh woven wire. As Gallegos remembered,
We started laying the wire. I figured the width of the dam would
be about 25 feet, so I put about 50 feet, so as soon as I had about
3 feet high I would turn the wire on top of the rock. We would
mend it with tie wire. And it started to look like we knew what
we were doing.... It took us about a week to build the first layer.
I did not have too much experience, but we started to see a beautiful dam starting to take shape.
The downstream face of each layer was carefully laid in standard rubble
masonry technique without mortar. Then irregular rock was dumped
between this face and the downstream foot of the log dam until that
space was filled level. Each layer of stone spanned the width of the
river, but the depth (dimension parallel to the river's flow) progressively lessened as the dam increased in height, from about twenty-two
feet at the base to about ten feet at the top. Thus, like traditional brush
dams, the downstream face of the new dam stair-stepped backward
(upstream) in giant steps of about three-foot rise and two and onehalf-foot tread. The dam was finished by filling in the stair steps, giving
it a sloping face downstream. Then a thick cement plaster was applied
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to the whole exposed surface of the dam. Gallegos remembers how
the dam went up amid the snow and cold:
Like every work or business I was getting tired. It was very hard.
Some were happy working and others worked by force and got
mad. At times I thought of telling the Committee to look for someone else to finish the job.
And like when we began the work I thought I was doing it
for my personal benefit. I had very good pieces of land and thinking of that we kept on.
As time went on the job was getting harder when the truck
could not go up the dam we were building. I had to make a chain
of about 20 men and pass the stones one by one when we thought
why don't we make a dump of sand on both sides and make a
road for the truck. So we made it and here we go again, fast and
easy.
The construction of the dam every day you could see we were
advancing fast and you could see what we were doing and it was
looking beautiful. I was happy because men that had been giving
me problems were joining us. And you could see in their faces
that they knew what was being done was a good job. And I felt
more at ease and satisfied inside of me. I thought I had to consider
that they were old and tired of building dams all their lives and
they never had seen anything like what we were doing.
Not even myself had ever done anything like this. But like
the old timers say, "The work and the road make a man out of
you."
The engineers, when they came to help me, we had not begun
our work. So more or less they helped me and told me they would
be back in about 15 days. By that time we were already nearly
finishing.
The engineers came back about 15 days after their first trip.
They praised the men for the splendid job they were doing. So
everything went in my favor and made it easier for me. But the
engineers did not know what I had gone through. By now the
men saw the progress we had made and it made them more willing
to work and you could see them happy.
. . . When we were about half way done the engineers told
me that this was the best job done on the Pecos River. They had
other jobs going on. They liked it so much they stood on top of
the dam for near two hours just watching us work and taking
pictures.
The work went on; progress you could see. And as days went
on it started to look very nice. At times the snow tried to hold us,
but rain or shine I was there even at times when it was snowing
and very cold. By now it was not hard for me because the men
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Rafael Salinas prepares more woven wire for holding stones in place
along the face of Villanueva dam in January 1961.

With wire in place, the atarque duradera'is ready for plastering. Both
photographs were taken by Father Thomas Zaia and provided courtesy of the authors.
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knew their jobs. So as soon as they started everybody took his
place....
You could see the horse drawn wagons and the trucks like a
caravan, one after the other. When it was very windy you could
not see the wagons or trucks from all the dust they made. Men
all full of dust but happy, all working and saying nothing.
The higher we got with the dam it looked beautiful and everybody admiring their work. I thought to myself that they were at
times thinking what a job we were doing.
Every owner had to put a man to work for 1 share and then
more or less a share was about five acres.... Some had up to 15
shares, so that means he had to have 15 men working every day....
About the end of January we were almost finishing. We were
filling some big cracks between the rock. We filled them with small
rock. There were two or four men at times just breaking big rock
and putting them in the cracks. This was done so we would not
put so much cement. Then the men that put the rock from the
bottom to the top, put the beautiful rock that you could see from
. far away. It really looked so nice that many people wanted me to
leave it like that. But the wire was on top of the rock and it was
very easy for a big tree to hook the wire and break it. By now we
were covering the steps I made from the start to the top.
We were on top now, so we brought a mixer from the Soil
Conservation. Everybody was cooperating with us on account of
the job we were doing. I had a horse with a scraper. He hauled
sand from on top of the old dam, the best sand you could get. . . .
At times the poor horse got tired and he would stop. I let him rest
a while. I would feed some corn or hay, the men would smoke
and then back to work.
The State helped us with 100 sacks of cement and we bought
300 sacks more. The wire cost then was $50 a roll. We used 50
rolls. When I told the Committee no more money from the State,
we got together and each owner had to put so many sacks of
cement. But everybody was happy and willing to put their part,
so we bought the cement and had somebody bring it for us.
Could have been around the first day of February when we
began putting cement on the dam. It took us about 10 to 12 days
to put the 400 sacks of cement. By now everybody worked harder.
They knew we were almost through with the job. Good thing
. February was so nice with us that it was like summer, so we were
not afraid that the cement would freeze. 8
The weather during the months of raising the dam was fairly
8. Gallegos, reminiscence, 3-6.
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typical for the season at Villanueva. Frigid spells alternated with near
balminess, occasional snow, and high winds. Regardless of the weather,
the work went on. Twenty-five of the fifty-five landowners in the association worked personally on the new dam. Together with family
members and a few hired hands (a total of more than fifty men and
boys), they logged a total of 1,865 man-days of labor on the atarque
between October 1960 and February 1961. 9
Even structurally complete and functional, the dam remained to
be buttressed. Within days of troweling the final plaster the parish
priest, Father Thomas Zaia, officiated at a blessing of the completed
dam and in recognition of the substantial portion of his parishioners
who built it. Nearly a hundred people, men who had labored for the
better part of five months, the wives and mothers who had kept them
going, and other appreciative Villanuevans participated in the ceremony. On a mild Saturday morning in February they knelt in the bright
pre-spring sun atop la atarque duradera while Father Zaia led them in
prayer. Mixed with expressions of supplication and thankfulness was
a large measure of pride; happy faces abounded.
In the years since the atarque at Villanueva was dedicated, the
dam association has spent less than a month in labor on the dam; even
that work was performed in forestalling future damage rather than in
repair. The flow of the river, however, has been imperceptibly, but
ceaselessly, nibbling at the dam. During construction water was never
completely removed from the site, which made it impossible to coat
the dam's entire surface with plaster. Only the surface down to the
persistent water level was covered, leaving the downstream toe of the
dam exposed to the turbulence of water spilling constantly over the
dam's crest. Slowly, the churning water picked away at the meticulously laid stones that were never plaster-coated. Now, at an everaccelerating pace, the water pries out stones, leaving a cavity in which
an adult can stand on the downstream side.
9. As remembered by Pedro V. Gallegos and Isidoro V. Lucero, Jr., those who worked
building the stone dam at Villanueva during 1960 and 1961 were Fidel Baca, Juan Baca,
Luis Bustos, Reginio Encinias, Tobias Flores, Andres J. Gallegos, Catalino Gallegos,
Eutimio Gallegos, Fortunato Gallegos, Gillie Gallegos, Johnny Gallegos, Juan P. Gallegos,
Juan T. Gallegos, Pedro V. Gallegos, Pete Gallegos, Roy Gallegos, Marino Garcia, Carlos
Gonzales, Marcos Griego, Bobby Gutierrez, Pablo Gutierrez, Frank Hem, Ollie Hem,
Isidoro V. Lucero, Jr., Isidoro Lucero III, Juan F. Lucero, Justo Lucero, Leroy Lucero,
Nieves Lucero, Orlando Lucero, Juan Madrid, Eddie Martinez, Andres Ortiz, Gilbert
Ortiz, Luis Ortiz, Sr., Luis Ortiz, Jr., Jose M. Ramirez, Antonio Romero, Juan de la Cruz
Saiz, Armando Salazar, Rafael R. Salinas, Miguel Sena, Faustin Torrez, Crisostomo Vigil,
Angel Villanueva, Donato Villanueva, Florian Villanueva, Manuel Villanueva, and R. N.
Villanueva.
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Although the acreage irrigated with water from the Villanueva
atarque has decreased in recent years from out-migration and the passing of exclusively agricultural generations, there is still and will continue to be a considerable demand for acequia water. The undercutting
.of the dam, however, threatens to dismantle it in the near future, unless
steps are taken to repair the erosion of recent years. What has happened
in other communities of the San Miguel del Bado Land Grant may
foreshadow the course to be taken at Villanueva. In 1985 the Los Lovatos dam was breached. Landowners salvaged derelict cars from the
area, loaded them with rock, and jockeyed them into the gap by pulling
them with heavy cables attached to two tractors, one on either side of
the river. This succeeded in restoring water to their acequia.
Two years earlier, the dam at EI Pueblo failed to back water high
enough to feed the acequia because of seepage through the sandy river
bottom beneath the dam. That association decided to remedy the situation by completely by-passing the dam. They laid pipe twenty-four
inches in diameter approximately two thousand feet upstream from
the acequia headgate. Buried in the river bed with a screened opening
at its upstream end, the pipe gives sufficient head to allow water to
flow through the pipe to the acequia without need of a dam at all.
The Villanueva Community Dam Association remains active enough
to assure that irrigation water will continue flowing. But the manpower
of the past in youth and numbers is no longer available. Whatever
remedy the community ultimately resorts to, it probably will not involve communal physical labor. Commenting on the future, Gallegos
wrote:
I think ... we could not do this kind of work. The men that helped
me with all their muscles and determination are gone-no more
men like them. If we had to do it again, I am sure it can not be
done-no interest and no more men that like to work. 10

10. Gallegos, reminiscence, 4.

